How to Control the Amount of Disk Space
Used by System Protection (System Restore)
In Windows Vista/7

The shadow copies for Windows Vista/7 that were discussed in the previous tip can consume
quite a bit of disk space. However, it is easy to change the space settings for these System
Restore backups. These settings are found under System Protection. There are various ways to
access them but here is one that is convenient:

Open the Start menu and right-click Computer.

Select “Properties”.

On the left side of the window that opens, click “System Protection”.

The dialog shown in figure 1 below will open.

Highlight the disk or volume you want to configure.

Click the button “Configure”.

The dialog shown in figure 2 will open. In this case, disk C: has been selected.

Use the slider (shown highlighted) to adjust the space allocated on the selected volume.
Click “OK” and “OK” again.
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Be aware that Vista Home Premium does not provide for access to shadow copies nor does
Windows XP.

Flgure 1. Settlngs for Windows System Protectlon

Computer Name ] Hardware ] Advanced System Protection | Remote

i gl Use system protection to undo unwamed system changes and
A restore previous versions of files. What is system protection?

System Restore

You can undo system changes by reverting

your computer 1o a previous restore point System Restore..

Protecton Settings
Available Drives Protection
& Data (D) On
&> Local Disk (C:) (System) On

Configure restore settings, manage disk space, and | Configure...
delete restore points

Create a restore point right now for the drives that ‘ Create
have system protection turned on.



http://www.techsupportalert.com/content/automatic-windows-7-file-backup-you-didn-t-know-you-had.htm

Figure 2. Allocating space for Shadow Copies

Restore Settings

System Protection can keep copies of system settings and previous
versions of files. Select what you would like to be able to restore:

(@) Restore system settings and previous versions of files
(") Only restore previous versions of files

" Turn off system protection

Disk Space Usage

You can adjust the maximum disk space used for system protection. As
space fills up, older restore points will be deleted to make room for new
ones.

Current Usage: 5.30 GB

Max Usage: lj
5% (5.58 GB)

Delete all restore points (this includes system settings
and previous versions of files).




