
as "unused" and be-
comes available to hold a 
new picture. The first 
character of the filename 
gets changed, too. But 
the file itself stays intact 
until the camera needs 
the room to store another 
picture. 
 
That's why you shouldn't 
use the camera — more 
accurately, you shouldn't 
use the memory card that 
holds your deleted im-
ages — until you have a 
recovery plan sorted out. 
If you take the memory 
card out of the camera, 
don't put it back in the 
camera. Some cameras 
automatically stick stuff 
on the card every time it's 
inserted. 
 
PC Inspector — how to 
undelete for free  
 
There are hundreds of 
programs available on 
the Internet that claim to 
undelete lost pictures on 
a camera. Most of them 
cost $30, $40, or more. 
Before you shell out the 
bucks on an expensive 
package, take a look at a 
small, absolutely free al-
ternative from a German 
company called Convar. 

 

Continued on page 4 

First, shutterbug, do no 
harm  
 
Start by peeling yourself 
off the ceiling and un-
winding that strand of 
garland you surrepti-
tiously slipped around 
your brother-in-law's 
neck. 
 
As long as you haven't 
used the camera after the 
pictures were deleted, 
there's a very good 
chance that you can get 
them all back. Likely as 
not, it won't cost a cent. 
It'll take a little time, but 
disposing of your brother-
in-law would probably 
take longer. 
 
If you've deleted a picture 
or a bunch of pictures on 
your camera — whether 
by injudiciously hitting the 
"delete" key on the cam-
era itself, by copying the 
pics to your PC and hav-
ing the PC delete them 
as they were copied, or 
by any of a zillion other 
bonehead methods — 
you must start by doing 
nothing. 
 
Don't take any more pic-
tures with the camera. 
Don't try to use the cam-
era's built-in menu. Don't 
reformat the hard drive. 
Just sit and chill while 

you figure out what to do 
next. 
 
What really happens 
when you delete pics  
 
When you delete a pic-
ture on a camera, you 
don't actually delete  the 
picture. 
 
Cameras use an ancient 
file-handling system 
known as FAT (short for 
File Allocation Table). 
This is a system that 
dates back to the days 
when Bill Gates himself 
wrote some of the code. 
Yes, there's a little bit of 
Bill in every camera's 
memory card. (No stabil-
ity wisecracks from the 
peanut gallery, OK?) 
 
The FAT system used in 
cameras is very similar to 
the FAT system used in 
PCs, back in the days of 
DOS and early versions 
of Windows. FAT breaks 
up a memory card into 
fixed-size chunks. When 
you take a picture, the 
camera stores the image 
in enough unused chunks 
of memory to hold the 
file. 
 
When you delete a pic-
ture, the file isn't erased. 
Instead, the area that the 
file occupied is marked 

����������	�
����
�
���

��������	
���

����

· ���������	
����
�

· ����		�	
������

· �����������������������

· �����

���
���������
�����

· �
�������
��������
�
������

· ��������������������

���������	
������
�
�
������

������	������
�����

��

��
���� ���������!�

�����"##$�

� � � � � �

���
��
����

��� ��

���
��
����

��� ��

���
�������� ��

�
�������� ��

	���
����
�

�� ��

�
� �!��" � #�

�����$�"������ %�

����

���������"
� �



More Free Abandoned 
Software 

Abandonia is a great site 
which offers aging com-

mercial software that 
had been abandoned 
and is now free. 
Abandonia has a 

great offering with 
more games and no 
download limits. However 
we don't regard sites like 
these as 100% trusted 
sources, so we advise 
you send anything you 
download for malware 
testing prior to installa-
tion. For testing I recom-
mend both Jotti  and Vi-
rus Total. Both are free. 

[1] http://
www.vetusware.com/ 

[2] http://abandonia.com/ 

[3] http://
virusscan.jotti.org/ 

[4] http://
www.virustotal.com/ 

 

Best Free Notes Organ-
izer Gets Even Better 

Evernote has long been a 
top recommendation in 
this category, but the new 
beta version is a giant 
step forward. For exam-
ple, it's the first mass 
market product that con-
verts text in your images 
to searchable content. 
It's also fully integrated 
with a web service, so 
you can now access 

your data collection any-
where. There's too much 
here to describe so we 
suggest you check out 

the video on the website. 
It's in beta testing and 
you'll need to apply for an 
invite. Will it remain free 
for personal use? Time 
will tell.  

http://evernote.com/ 

 

Microsoft Offers Life-
line for Office 2007 Us-
ers 

Many users hate the new 
Ribbon interface that was 
introduced in Office 2007. 
A common complaint is 
users can't find the func-
tions they were familiar 
with in earlier Office ver-
sions. Now there is some 
hope: Microsoft is offer-
ing, from its experimental 
Office Labs site, a free 
add-in that allows users 
to search for commands. 
At the same site you'll 
also find a few other use-
ful Office freebies. 

http://www.officelabs.com
/Pages/Default.aspx 

 

Make Your Screen Col-
ors More Accurate 

Calibrize is a free utility 
that allows you to adjust 
your monitor to show col-
ors (and monochrome) 
more accurately. It's a 
simple three step process 
that takes less than a 
minute. A lot of fancier 
programs are available, 
but they're geared more 
to the needs of photogra-
phers and pre-press pub-
lication personnel than to 
average users. For most 

folks this program is all 
they need. Freeware, 
Windows 98 and later, 
1.15MB. 

http://www.calibrize.com/i
ndex.html 

 

Utility Removes Old 
Java Versions and 
Checks for Updates 

Java is similar to Flash in 
that the installation of 
new versions doesn't 
necessarily remove the 
old versions. This is a 
security risk because the 
old versions very often 
contain security flaws. A 
tiny free utility called 
JavaRa that will check for 
and remove old Java JRE 
versions, and also check 
for the availability of new 
versions. I tried it and it 
worked like a charm. This 
is a simple free utility that 
should be part of every 
user's toolkit. It runs di-
rectly from the .exe with-
out installation, so it's 
great for your USB drive 
as well. Freeware, Win-
dows all, 24KB. 

http://prm753.bchea.org/s
oftware.html 

 

The Quick Way to 
Safely Remove USB 
Drives 

Before you unplug a USB 
device such as a flash 
drive or external hard 
disk, you really should 
use the Windows "Safely 
Remove Hardware" fea-
ture to ensure that Win-

�������

�����
��������������������
����

���������	
������

Many users hate 

the new Ribbon 
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dows has written every-
thing to the device. 

That's because Windows, 
to improve performance, 
uses a technique called 
"deferred writes" wherein 
Windows doesn't always 
immediately write every-
thing to your external 
drive each time you use 
it. Rather, it consolidates 
lots of small writes into 
one big write by holding 
the data in memory. 

But the downside is that 
some of the data you 
think you transferred to 
your USB drive may actu-
ally still be in your com-
puter's memory. That's 
why you shouldn't just 
pull the drive out but first 
use the Safely Remove 
Hardware icon to force 
Windows to write to the 
drive anything it is 
holding in memory. 

That's easy enough 
to say, but the Win-
dows "Safely Re-
move Hardware" 
feature is confusing 
to use, particularly if 
you have several 
USB devices. Worse 
still, the icon often 
goes missing from 
the system tray. 

"USB Disk Ejector" is a 
small utility that does the 
same thing as the Win-
dows "Safely Remove 
Device" applet, except 
that it does it quicker and 
better. 

It's a small free program 
that doesn't require instal-
lation. Just double click 

the .exe file and the pro-
gram flashes up a simple 
screen that allows you to 
select the device to eject. 
One click and you are 
done. 

Being portable, the best 
place for "USB Disk Ejec-
tor" is on your USB drive. 
Just put it in the root di-
rectory or, better still, if 
you have a menu system 
on your USB drive, put it 
there. Freeware, Win-
dows 2000 ->Vista, 
466KB. 
http://quick.mixnmojo.co
m/usb-disk-ejector 

 

Zero Effort Way to 
Shrink Photos for 
Emailing 

We all know the problem. 
You want to email your 

photos to your 
friends but the 

image files are too large. 

You can solve this by 
using a little freebie 
called Photo Gadget Re-
size that allows you to 
resize a photo by right 
clicking on the photo and 
simply selecting the 
size/quality you want.  

Another alternative is 
ShrinkPic a program that 
works in the background 
and detects when you are 
sending large photos. It 
then automatically re-
sizes these photos based 
on settings you have pre-
selected. 

You don't do anything; it 
just does everything auto-
matically. ShrinkPic 
works with a wide variety 
of email clients, including 
Outlook OE and Thunder-
bird, as well as with 
popular webmail services 
such as Gmail, Hotmail 
and Yahoo. 

If you don't send photos 
often enough to make the 
overhead of running this 
utility worthwhile go with 
item number 1, but if you 
do, it could be just what 

you have been look-
ing for. It's one of 
those rare prod-
ucts that solves a 
problem com-
pletely; you will 
never have to think 
about resizing 
again. Freeware, 
Windows 2000-
>Vista, 1,1MB 

[1] 
http://www.xemico.com/p
hotogadget/freeware.html 

[2] 
http://www.onthegosoft.c
om/shrink_pic.htm?refere
r=shrinkpic 
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The program, called PC 
Inspector Smart Recov-
ery, works almost every 
time, in my testing, al-
though I did hit snags 
installing it on one spe-
cific Vista computer. 
 
To use PC Inspector: 
 
Step 1:  Download PC 
Inspector Smart Recov-
ery 4.5. In Windows XP, 
double-click on the 
downloaded file to install 
the program. In Vista, 
right-click the file and 
choose Run as Adminis-
trator. The installer takes 
a while, so be patient. 
 
Step 2:  If you have a 
card reader attached to 
your PC, take the af-
fected memory card out 
of your camera, flip the 
write-protect "lock" tab so 
nothing can be written to 
the card, and put it in the 
card reader. If you don't 
have a card reader, at-
tach the camera to your 
PC with the appropriate 

cable. In either case, if 
Windows pops up and 
offers to do something for 
you (such as copying the 
files into your PC), click 
the X button to close the 
AutoPlay dialog box. 
 
Step 3:  Click Start, Pro-
grams (in Vista, it's All 
Programs), PC Inspector 
Smart Recovery. You get 
the PC Inspector Smart 
Recovery main dialog 
box. 
 
Step 4:  In the left pane, 
choose the drive that 
contains your camera's 
memory card, or choose 
the camera itself. This 
can be a bit, uh, challeng-
ing because PC Inspector 
doesn't give you many 
details about the drives. 
But you can use Win-
dows Explorer to find the 
correct drive letter. 
 
Step 5:  In the middle 
pane, choose the type of 
file you want to recover. 
Chances are good 
it's .jpg.  

 
Step 6:  In the right pane, 
navigate to a place where 
you would like to store 
the reconstituted files. 
 
Step 7:  Click Start. This 
will take a while, but you 
can watch the program's 
progress by looking at the 
folder that's being filled 
with recovered photos. 
 
Step 8:  When it's done, 
click the X button to get 
out of the program, flip 
the "lock" write protection 
tab back to its normal 
position, and put the card 
back in your camera. 
You're ready to snap 
away. 
 
Sometimes PC Inspector 
refuses to install correctly 
(check the FAQ on the 
Convar site for possible 
solutions). Sometimes it 
doesn't recognize all of 
the files on your camera's 
memory card. In those 
cases, it's time to haul out 
the big guns — and shell 
out a few kroners. �

mation about the author 
in some cases. 

This meta 
data is eas-
ily removed 
in Windows 
Vista, by 
right-
clicking on 

the file and selecting 
Properties.  On the De-

Most folks don't realize 
that computer pho-
tos often have 
hidden informa-
tion called 
'metadata' en-
coded on in the 
file that can iden-
tify the camera 
that took the picture, the 
software that acquired it 
and even personal infor-

tails tab, click Remove 
Properties and Personal 
Information.  For Win-
dows XP users, Microsoft 
has a powerful free pro-
gram that's called Pro 
Photo Tools 2 that pro-
vides an option to edit 
metadata on photos. 

http:www.microsoft.com/
prophoto/downloads/
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Do Range Extenders 
Really Work 

WiFi networks in a typical 
home are invariably 
prone to weak or non-
existent signals in some 
portion of the house. 
Without any obstructions, 
WiFi signals can theoreti-
cally reach 300-500 feet, 
but unless you live inside 
of a warehouse with no 
walls, you are more likely 
to see decent signal in 
the 75-150 foot range. 

WiFi networks use a 
weak radio signal that 
can be blocked or weak-
ened by any number of 
construction materials: 
cinder block, concrete, 
metal and even wood and 
drywall. 

The more barriers be-
tween your wireless 
router and your com-
puter, the weaker the sig-
nal will likely be, which 
also translates to slower 
connection speeds. 

Before you invest in any 
more technology, you can 
try a couple of simple 
tests to see if your signal 
will improve. Start by 
moving the router around, 
if possible. Moving it 
around in the room it’s in 
as well as moving it to 
another room can some-
times make a noticeable 
difference. 

In general, the best loca-
tion in your house (if you 
want coverage through-
out) is as close to the 
middle as possible or on 
the second floor if you 

live in a two-story house. 
Keep it off the floor and 
away from walls and 
large metal objects, like 
filing cabinets. 

Range extenders (or 
wireless repeaters) can 
be useful, but they come 
with a downside: lower 
speeds. In most cases, 
you will get half of the 
throughput (or less) than 
connecting directly to 
your wireless router, so 
don’t expect the same 
type of performance. 

If you are simply surfing 
the web and checking e-
mail, the speed difference 
shouldn’t be that notice-
able. If you are into gam-
ing, you probably won’t 
like the lag created by the 
additional overhead of 
the extender. 

The range extender must 
also be located within 
signal range of your wire-
less router; the stronger 
the signal, the more it has 
to boost, so you will need 
to experiment with place-
ment. 

They work best in situa-
tions where you have a 
weak signal in the de-
sired location and need to 
boost it up by installing 
the extender halfway be-
tween the remote com-
puter and your wireless 
router. 

If the location that you 
are trying to reach is cur-
rently showing no signal, 
a range extender may get 
you a signal, but it won’t 
be like the signal (and 

speeds) on the other end 
of the house. 

For the best results, buy 
range extenders (or ac-
cess points that can be 
used as wireless repeat-
ers) of the same brand as 
your wireless router. Be-
fore making any buying 
decision, check with the 
manufacturer’s website 
for advice on the best 
combination based on 
what you already have. 

Another option, especially 
if you don’t need to be 
mobile while connected 
to your home network is 
to make use of your 
home’s electrical outlets 
through the installation of 
power-line adapters. 

Power-line (or power-lan) 
adapters simply plug into 
any electrical outlet near 
your router and the re-
mote computer and use 
the electrical wires as a 
network cable. As with 
range extenders, you will 
not achieve maximum 
speeds connecting this 
way, but it’s a cheap and 
reliable way to get on 
your home network. 

Power-line adapters are 
available from most all of 
the major home network-
ing companies, such as 
Linksys, Netgear and D-
Link (and some are even 
combining power-line 
with built-in range extend-
ers.) 
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Another option, 
especially if you 
don’t need to be 
mobile while 
connected to your 
home network is to 
make use of your 
home’s electrical 
outlets through the 
installation of power
-line adapters. 
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