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(Google Releases Up-
dated Version of
“Google Earth”

By Ira Wilsker, APCUG
Director; Columnist,
The Examiner, Beau-
mont, Texas; Radio &
TV Show Host

Iwilsker(at)apcug.net
WEBSITES:
http://earth.google.com

http://
earth.google.com/
download-earth.html -
FREE Version

http://
earth.google.com/
tour.html

http://
earth.google.com/
enterprise/
earth_plus.html - $20
Plus Version

http://
earth.google.com/
enterprise/
earth_pro.html - $400
Pro Version

It has been nearly two
years since | first (and
last) discussed Google
Earth in this column.

In the ensuing time
since the last review,
Google has been busy

updating and improving
the product, adding
new features, and im-
proving the graphics.
For those who may not
be aware, Google
Earth is a program that
allows the immense
Google database of
terrestrial and satellite
images of the earth,
along with amazing
images of space, to be
utilized and manipu-
lated on the computer.

What is new and im-
proved in the recently
released Google Earth
4.3 (beta) is demon-
strated in an interactive
video tour online at
earth.google.com/
tour.html. One of the
new features in version
4.3 include what
Google calls “Photo-
realistic Buildings”,
where hundreds of
buildings in many of
the world’s major cities
are shown in three di-
mensions (3D). If a
building that is dis-
played “turns purple”
when cursoring over it,
clicking anywhere on
the building will open
up a smaller window

giving details of the
building, and the moni-
ker of the person who
created or updated the
digital image. The im-
ages displayed can be
manipulated to zoom in
or around them from
any angle, effectively
creating a dynamic 360
degree panoramic
view. These 3D views
are not just of cities
and buildings, but there
are also spectacular
images of natural
beauties such as
mountains, rivers, wa-
terfalls, and canyons.
Another new feature on
this version is what
Google calls “Swoop
Navigation” where the
user can virtually “Fly
seamlessly through the
landscape with new
navigation controls.
Swoop from outer
space to street level
and leap from one
building top to another.
Use the look joystick to
view buildings as if you
were standing right in
front of them.”

Another aspect of the
new version is the
“Light and Shadow”



Google has a fleet
of vehicles which
cruise major cities
taking high
resolution 360
degree digital
photos as they

drive down the

streets.

feature where many of
the images can be
shown in selected or
sequential times of the
day, such as displaying
a mountain top from
sunrise to sunset. On
the top of the screen is
an optional slider which
can be moved with the
mouse to display the
simulated or realistic
image at any chosen
time. In some of the
more scenic images it
appears to show the
path of the sun across
the sky with the corre-
sponding light and
shadows. The new
and improved “Street
View” that has been
previously available
online with Google
Maps
(maps.google.com) is
now integrated into
Google earth. Google
has a fleet of vehicles
which cruise major cit-
ies taking high resolu-
tion 360 degree digital
photos as they drive
down the streets. With
“Street View” the user
can virtually visit a city
and virtually walk or
drive the streets using
the mouse instead of a
vehicle. Views are lit-
erally from the street
level showing cars,
people, store fronts,
intersections, and any
other features visible
from street level. Us-

ing the mouse, the
user can cruise the
streets just as if he was
navigating the city for
real. While not yet
available for every city,
a camera icon, when
displayed on a map,
will zoom in to a 360
degree panoramic im-
age from street level.
Many street level im-
ages contain additional
camera icons which
allow the user to travel
seamlessly up a se-
lected street, and the
mouse can be used to
turn in any direction.

The popular features
that were in earlier ver-
sions of Google Earth
have been retained.
One that | periodically
use is the “Directions”
feature, which does not
just give traditional
driving directions and
maps, but also ani-
mates the drive by
clicking on the play
button at the bottom of
the driving directions
listing. When ani-
mated, a detailed se-
guential zoomed-in sat-
ellite image is dis-
played, with the direc-
tions overlaid on the
image. For example,
when | requested driv-
ing directions from the
Examiner offices on
Willow Street in Beau-
mont, to the Bush Air-

port (IAH) in Houston,
the seamless anima-
tion in Google Earth
showed the street im-
ages including real pic-
tures of the highway
showing which lane to
be in, detailed images
of each turn or exit,
and high resolution im-
ages of the airport.
The images are actual
photographs, not com-
puter generated im-
ages. By seeing the
route in exquisite detall
prior to a journey may
help ease the anxieties
of the drive.

Once at a destination,
it may be helpful to find
nearby “points of inter-
est”, such as restau-
rants. By simply enter-
ing the word
“restaurants” in the
“What?” box, and the
current address in the
“Where?” box, restau-
rants will be displayed
on the Google map.
By clicking on the icon
displayed for each res-
taurant, details will be
displayed for the se-
lected restaurant in a
window overlay. Typi-
cal information dis-
played included the
name, address, phone,
a hyperlink (if any) to
the restaurant website,
any reviews that may
be available and driv-
ing directions “to” and




“from” the restaurant.

Google Earth does not
just provide maps and
images of terrestrial
and earthly locations,
but also includes celes-
tial maps and images.
Clicking on the Saturn-
looking icon on the top
of the screen will open
a “Search the Sky”
search box. By enter-
ing a celestial body or
location, such as
“Mars”, Google Earth
will display a sky map
with an image of the
heavenly body, and
also display the current
geometric coordinates
for those using sophis-
ticated telescopes.

The basic version of
Google Earth 4.3
(beta) is a free
download from
earth.google.com. For
those desiring more

features, Google offers
Google Earth Plus for
$20, which adds sup-
port for a variety of
GPS devices (verified
support for Magellan
and Garmin GPS de-
vices, but can not up-
load to those devices),
improved network per-
formance, and im-
proved high resolution
printing. For profes-
sional and commercial
use Google offers the
Pro version for $400.

Google Earth is a fasci-
nating utility, and will
run on Windows 2000
or XP (Vista is not
mentioned), and re-
quires a minimum of
400MB hard drive
space, and a video
card capable of
1024x768 resolution
with a 16bit color
depth. An internet con-

Cable Management

Make Time For Cable Management: When you set up your computer,
spend some time managing the cables. Route wires so that they have a
little slack and make sure that they don't hang over one another and cre-
ate a trip-hazard. Bundle wires together and tie them with a twist-tie or
Velcro tie (which can be found at electronics and hardware stores). Wind
up any excess wires so that they don't collect dust. Your computer area
will not only look nicer, but also benefit your computer, as well-routed
wires can help with proper airflow around your computer.

nection of at least
128Kb/sec is required.
| suggest that readers
of this column at least
download the free ver-
sion of Google Earth
and simply play with it.
Click on the icons at
the top of the page,
and check and un-
check some of the
boxes on the left mar-
gin, and experiment
with it; do not worry,
you can not hurt any-
thing by experimenting
with it. Google Earth is
one of my favorite “fun”
programs.

This article has been
provided to APCUG by
the author solely for
publication by APCUG
member groups. All
other uses require the
permission of the au-
thor (see e-mail ad-
dress above).

Google Earth is a
fascinating utility,
and will run on
Windows 2000,
XP or Vista
Also on upcoming
Windows 7

—




As we get
older, our
vision isn't as
stellar as it

once was

* Cut Down On Wrist
Strain: If you find that
after an extended session
working at your computer
that your wrists are tired
and achy, consider in-
vesting in wrist rests. For
not much money, you can
get models for both your
mouse and your key-
board to help ease the
strain put on your wrists
while you type and ma-
nipulate your mouse.
Rests come in a variety
of shapes and are made
out of different materials,
so you're sure to find one
to suit your needs.

» Power-Saver: Note that
even when their power
switch is in the off posi-
tion, some electronic
components aren't actu-
ally turned completely off.
Instead, they continue to
draw a small amount of
current, sometimes re-
ferred to as vampire
power. If a component
has an LED display that's
always on, or if it spends
its downtime in standby
mode, ready to receive a
signal from a remote con-

trol, then it's continually
sipping electricity. To
keep these devices from
using electricity, it is often
necessary to unplug them
completely.

» Easier On The
Eyes: As we get older,

our vision isn't as stellar
as it once was. For that
reason, you may find ad-
justing your monitor's
contrast settings will help
you read text easier.
Look for your PC moni-
tor's settings menu, which
can often be activated via
buttons on the monitor
itself, and find your moni-
tor's brightness or con-
trast settings. Adjust
these levels until you find
the text and images on
your monitor are easier to
see, and you may not
have to strain your eye-
sight any longer.

Changing Virtual Memory

1.Click Start,
right click on
My Computer
and then click
Properties

2. Click " Ad-
vanced “.
3.Atthe”
Performance " section

click " Set-
tings ” .

4. Select”
Advanced ”
and in the ”
Virtual
Memory ”
click ”

Change ”.

» Speed Up Your Inter-
net Connection: The
first things to examine
whenever system per-
formance slows to a
crawl are the tasks, or
processes, your PC is
running. No matter how
fast of a CPU you have,
running too many apps at
once can slow everything
down.

* Be Good To Your
Hearing: The next time
you take a flight and want
to listen to some tunes,
consider using a noise-
canceling pair of head-
phones. Plane cabins are
noisy, and in order to
compensate, you're likely
to turn up your audio to
levels that can be harmful
to your hearing. Because
a noise-canceling pair of
headphones will drone
out ambient noise, you'll
be able to enjoy your
songs at a comfortable
hearing level.

5. Here, Click on your
Windows Partition, se-
lect " Custom Size ”

and set the Initial Size
and Maximum Size to
2000(2gb). Click " Set

6. Click Ok and restart
your Computer.




Twitter is getting more
mainstream attention
from some of the biggest
stories of the year: the
Hudson River plane
crash and the election
turmoil in Iran to name a
few, but it's important that
you understand what
Twitter is and isn't.

The first mistake most
new users make is trying
to compare it to an exist-
ing communication sys-
tem; it's not like e-mail,
it's not like text messag-
ing and even though it's
referred to as a micro-
blog, it isn’t really like
blogging.

Twitter is another way to
communicate with others
either one-to-one or one-
to-many. Most speculate
that the reason that Twit-
ter has caught on so well
is that it forces users to
articulate their thoughts in
140 characters or less
and since we all have
A.D.D. on the Internet, it's
the easiest way to inter-
act with a large group of
people.

Many assume that Twitter
is for the younger, more
Internet concentric set,
but according to a recent
Pew study, the median
age of Twitter users
skews older than both
Facebook and Myspace.

Another study suggests
that 21% of Twitter users
are over the age of 50,
compared to just 8% for
Facebook and MySpace.

Because it's a completely

different approach to
communicating, our first
bit of advice is just start
‘listening’ to the conver-
sations of the people you
are following. It won't
take long for you to get a
feel for the communica-
tion protocols.

Here are some common
mistakes made by new
‘Twitterers':

No profile picture — this is
a SOCIAL media that
connects people. Seeing
a human face makes a
huge difference in how
the rest of the community
perceives you. Most
won't follow/engage with
users that haven't taken
the time to put a face on
their profile (it kinda
screams that you don't
get social media).

No bio info — If you don't
fill out the bio that ex-
plains who you are and
what you're interests are,
it's kind of hard to get
folks engaged with you.
Twitter connects people
with common interests
and backgrounds; make
sure you make yours
known.

No links in tweets —
Whenever possible in-
clude a link to more info
about what you are
tweeting about. How
valuable would Google
be if it brought up brief
descriptions of info you
sought but no links to
learn more? Your dis-
patches with links will be
viewed as much more
valuable by those follow-

ing you (and shorten the
links by using services
like http://bit.ly )

Not validating others -
Twitter is not a ME com-
munity, it's an US com-
munity. Don't always
‘tweet’ about yourself as
that often comes across
as a monologue. Twitter
is a dialog, so you need
to let others know that
you agree, disagree or
appreciate the informa-
tion that they have
posted. The best way to
validate others in Twitter
is to ‘retweet’ what they
have posted with your
two cents added.

Long conversations be-
tween two users — Don’t
alienate your followers by
having long one-on-one
conversations with a sin-
gle user. If it isn’'t really
for the rest of the follow-
ers, learn how to use the
DM (Direct Message)
section of Twitter.

Use 3rd party applica-
tions — The Twitter web-
site has limited capabili-
ties for managing your
account, but programs
like Tweetdeck ( http://
tweetdeck.com ) are in-
dispensable for novices
and veterans alike. If you
have a smart-phone,
check around for free
Twitter applications that
will give you the freedom
to tweet (with pictures
even) from your phone.

Our final word of advice;
if you aren’t social by na-
ture, then SOCIAL media
may not be for you.
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Twitter is another
way to
communicate with
others either one-
to-one or one-to-

many.
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Group Leader Joe Zagar
Joe Zagar 480-373-9373

Jeff Bowlds 180-984-5309




September 20C

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
Microsoft
Patch
Tuesday
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
Mesa Verde
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
Mesa Verde
27 28 29 30
Mesa Verde




Making your computer
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We are on the
Web SVECC.Com

ATATA!

...The Fasting &
Prayer Conference
includes meals.

...The sermon this
morning:

"Jesus Walks on the
Water." The sermon
tonight: "Searching
for Jesus."

...Ladies, don't forget
the rummage sale.
It's a chance to get
rid of those things not
worth keeping
around the house.
Bring your husbands.

...The peacemaking
meeting scheduled
for today has been
canceled due to a
conflict.

...Remember in
prayer the many who
are sick of our com-
munity. Smile at
someone who is hard
to love. Say "Hell" to
someone who does-
n't care much about
you.

...Don't let worry kill
you off - let the
Church help.

...Miss Charlene Ma-
son sang "l will not
pass this way again,”
giving obvious pleas-
ure to the congrega-
tion

...For those of you
who have children
and don't know it, we
have a nursery
downstairs.

...Please place your
donation in the enve-
lope along with the
deceased person you
want remembered.



