AbiWord: a Free Word Processor for Windows, Linux, and
Mac

Sometimes you need a word processing application but not an entire office suite.
This is AbiWord which is a free word processor for all three major OS platforms.

Using AbiWord

During installation make sure to associate it with doc and RTF files if you want to
be able to open up Word documents from others. From here you can also scroll
down in the components window and select from several language dictionaries.
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Description

Space required: 21.0MB Spedifies that AbiWord should be used to open Rich Text
Files, a 'standard’ format for WordProcessars.

< Back ][ Mext = ] [ Cancel

The layout is similar to other word processing apps and is easy to use.
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Supported Platforms

AbiWord is a multi-platform application, meaning that it was designed to work wellon
multiple tvpes of computers and operating svstems. At the present time, AbiWord is
supported on Windows (including Windows 95 through Windows XFP), Mac OS (see note
below), Linux, a variety of other UNIX-like systems (including everything from Solaris to
*BSD to RTEMS), and QNX (though beware that there is currently only one active QNX-port
developer). The BeOS porthas been removed from the source tree as of July 8th 2005 If vou
can help us with any of these ports or provide and maintain a new one. vou are more than
welcome to. Other operating systems will likely be supported in the future.

The AbiWord port to Mac OS5 prior to OS5 X (Carbon) has been removed due to the extensive —
and unmet developer resource requirements. However, the Mac OS X (Cocoa) port is still
under development and according to its maintainer, has reached a quite usable state, though it|=
is not quite on par with the Unix port vet.
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You can set up extra toolbars for easier editing and document creation.
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AbiWord is multi-platform and here is an example of it running in Ubuntu Linux.
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Vista Switcher Replacement for Alt+Tab

Let’s face it,the built-in Alt-Tab doesn’t have much going for it in the eye
department, but we’ve come across an excellent replacement utility with z
gigantic previews that show you exactly what window you are switching 1
what Windows should have been built with in the first place.

% It's a little difficult to showcase how, well t1is thing works with a screensk
- you can see the partially transparefrcAlt-Tab switcher window, complete
2 massive preview window and the window titles easily readable.
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A cool thing about AbiWord is there are several plugins available to increase its
functionality. Get the Importer / Exporter plugin pack to Install Microsoft Office
Open XML which allows you to open up DOCX files.
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% This will install Abivord's Importer [Exporter Plugins on your computer.

Select the type of install: ICustom j
Or, select the optional Wl Clarizvworks -
components you wish to install: -[*] DocBook

-[¥] Microsoft Office Open XML
--[%] OpenDocument {,odt)
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In the Tools plugin pack you can add several features to help in document creation
and research.
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19. AbiWord Tools Plugins Setup: Installation Options =l

% This will install AbiWard's Tools Plugins on your computer.
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‘ . ] Web Dictionary Integration =
El [#] Reference Tools

5 -[#] Google Search

: -[#] wikipedia Lookup
El . [+] Translation Plugins

Space reguired: 5.3MB i i-[v] Babelfish Translation &7
' I | b

Cancel | Abiword 2.6 Series < Back || Mext = I

If you want to create documents quickly turn to the included templates.
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For example this is what the employee directory template looks like.
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Heading 3 Style
Normal Style - Bold (123) 555-1212
; ) 555-1212
Normal Styie (123} 353-1212 Department Name
The big boss upstairs {133) 555-1212
Last Name, First Name (123} 553-1212
Last Name, First Name (123} 553-1212
Department Name Last Name, First Name (123) 555-1212
The big boss upstairs {123) 555-1212 Last Name, First Name (123} 553-1212
Last Wame, First Name (123) 335-1212 Last Name, First Name (123) 353-1212
Last Name, First Name (123} 353-1212 Last Name, First Name (123} 533-1212
Last Name, First Name (123} 353-1212 Last Name, First Name (123} 533-1212
Last Wame, First Name (123) 5333-1212 Last Name, First Name (123) 353-1212 E
Last Name, First Name (123) 353-1212
Last Name, First Name (123) 353-1212
Last Name, First Name (123) 353-1212
General Numbers
Fromt Desk (123) 353-1212
Security (123) 353-1212
Department Name Building Management (123) 555-1212
The big boss upstairs (123) 555-1212 Other General Numbers (123} 555-1212
Last Name, First Name (123} 553-1212 -
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Conclusion

AbiWord is a good solution if you need a word processing program, but don’t need

an entire suite. It is light on system resources and with the plugins, has plenty of
options for creating quality documents. It will save to several different types of
document formats as well, which makes interchanging with MS Word or Open
Office easy. It is also available in a portable version which is perfect for netbooks.

Download AbiWord for Windows, Mac, or Linux

http://www.abisource.com/download/




